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LEAVEN stabilizes and empowers people 
in crisis by providing financial assistance, 
resource coordination, and case 
management to address their near-
and long-term needs.

2022 launched LEAVEN into an exciting 
time of transition that has continued into 
2023. While the able staff team, led by Mary 
Parsons in the final full year of her 20-year 
tenure, stayed focused on fundraising, client 
assistance, community impact and leadership 
efforts, the Board took on the search for 
LEAVEN’s next Executive Director. Transition is 
exciting and challenging, but LEAVEN
remains committed to continuity—
taking seriously the legacy of what 
our 36 year history of generosity 
and impact represents.

What has changed?
• Leadership: In March 2023, 

Mary Parsons retired and Nikki 
Gerhard began her tenure as 
Executive Director.

• Financial grants: Due to post-
pandemic increased cost of living and

 the continued generous support of donors 
such as you, LEAVEN raised the threshold 
by which volunteer caseworkers can assist 
without staff approval from $250 to $400. 
This provides clients with the highest needs 
or greatest barriers, greater stabilization.

• Patterns of financial support: Historically, 
LEAVEN has not relied heavily on 
government funding. Throughout the 
pandemic, many of our community’s 
basic needs were met through increased 
government aids. As we evaluate the 
economic impact of the pandemic and the 
expiration of these government aids, LEAVEN 
is prepared for the exponential increase in 
financial need to shift back to us.

• Community partnership: The pandemic 
proved the value and benefit of the LEAVEN 
Community Resource Center’s one-stop 
service model. The integration of 19 (and 
counting!) organizations under one roof

 has proven beyond successful.

What has remained the same?
• Mission: Our mission of assisting 

households with basic emergency needs 
has continued to be our focus, serving over 
5,200 unduplicated households in 2022.

• Commitment: Our Board of Directors, staff, 
and volunteers remain committed to our 

mission and compassionate in the 
delivery of our services.
• Leadership: We pride ourselves 

on building and maintaining 
the trust of our donors, 
community leaders, and 
partners through 36 years 
of effective and responsible 

strategies and decisions.
• Inspiration: We challenge and 

encourage the community to become 
active and involved, to form meaningful 
partnerships, and to work together for the 
good of the Fox Cities.

Thank you for your partnership with LEAVEN. 
We are consistently impressed and humbled 
by the commitment of our donors, community 
partners, and volunteers.

All the best,

Nikki A. Gerhard, Executive Director

Tim Murphy, Board President

The Road to the Future
is Built on Our Past
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Robert A. Udulutsch Award
MARY PARSONS

Mary Parsons is an admired leader in our 
community. Mary started with LEAVEN as 
the Client Services Coordinator in 2003 and 
quickly grew to love LEAVEN’s clients, staff, 
volunteers, and mission.  In 2008, she was 
hired and served as the Director of Client 
Services until 2013, when she was selected 
as LEAVEN’s third Executive Director. She 
remained in this position for 10 years until her 
retirement in March of 2023.

Key accomplishments under Mary’s 
leadership include:
• In January, 2016, Mary created and 

implemented a Pay It Forward no-fee, no-
interest loan program in collaboration with 
Goodwill FISC that offered assistance to 
clients who wouldn’t qualify under LEAVEN’s 
traditional delivery model.  

• Mary participated in the Project RUSH 
and POINT community initiatives to end 
homelessness and poverty.

• In April 2016, Mary led the LEAVEN Board 
through a strategic planning process which 
resulted in new mission, vision, and strategy 
statements.

• In the spring of 2017, Mary led a capital 
campaign to create the LEAVEN Community 

Resource Center; allowing for co-location of 
service providers by expanding the current 
facility.

• In January, 2018, Mary led the effort to 
implement LEAVEN’s new state of the art 
online client database, KMAX.  

• In October 2018, the LEAVEN Community 
Resource Center opened its doors to 
welcome 14 community partners under one 
roof to provide services and better support 
client needs.  

• In 2020, Mary responded quickly to the 
COVID-19 pandemic office closures by 
implementing a remote intake process.

• In 2021, Mary hired LEAVEN’s first Bilingual 
Resource Advocate.  

• In 2022, Mary oversaw the enhancement of 
the KMAX online database to enhance the 
client experience and gain efficiency. 

LEAVEN is honored to present the Robert A. 
Udulutsch Award to Mary Parsons for her 
many years of service to our community, her 
dedicated leadership of LEAVEN and her 
tireless commitment to provide financial 
assistance and meaningful resources to our 
community members in need.
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When Robert A. Udulutsch founded LEAVEN, he knew early
on that the only way it would be successful was through
the collaborative efforts of the community. Every year since its
inception, LEAVEN has honored those who have helped us along our
way toward becoming a more effective reality by presenting them with the
Robert A. Udulutsch Award. The 2022 award is presented to Mary Parsons,
former LEAVEN Executive Director.

I have from time to time over the last 20 years received help from LEAVEN. 
They have always treated me with dignity and respect.



2022 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
SUE TAYLOR
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There are a lot of moving parts at 
LEAVEN, and our receptionists are given 
the tall task of managing the show. They 
answer the phone with a calm voice, 
knowing the person on the other end 
may be at their wits end, facing eviction 
or a utility disconnection; they greet 
the person coming through the front 
door with a smile and a kind “How can 
I help you?” sensitive to the fact that 
it is hard to walk into a strange place 

and ask for help. They keep tabs on 
which partners are in the building each 
day to best direct client questions and 
potential appointments. They monitor 
the client schedules and attempt to 
keep interviews running on time. All 
while checking clients in, scheduling 
and rescheduling appointments, making 
reminder phone calls, making copies, 
and finding snacks for unsettled children. 

Ever the teacher, Sue is an easy choice
to match up with a new receptionist. She 
is an excellent ambassador of LEAVEN – 
whether that be to her fellow volunteers, 
LEAVEN clients, or the people she meets
in the community.

With her energy, ideas, and willingness 
to always go the extra mile, Sue is a 
natural fit on LEAVEN’s Special Events 
Committee. Need someone to lend a 
creative eye to a collection of items for a 
gift basket, let Sue take care of it. Need 
someone to sing a song or hum a tune 
– Sue’s got you covered! Sue’s desire 
to help and her ability to work alone 
or alongside others makes her a true 
LEAVEN treasure.

With a nod to Robert Fulghum, everything 
we ever needed to know we learned in 
kindergarten about how to live, what to 
do and how to be. Sue applies these 
concepts to her life and her volunteerism 
at LEAVEN. For this she is both a blessing 
and an inspiration. Pablo Picasso wrote: 
“The meaning of life is to find your gift. 
The purpose of life is to give it away.” 
Sue Taylor, thank you for sharing your 
gifts with LEAVEN!

LEAVEN’s 2022 Volunteer of the Year, Sue Taylor,
has been a LEAVEN receptionist for 17 years and
has accumulated over 2,200 hours of service. Anyone 
who has the pleasure of working with Sue knows that she 
is in the perfect role at LEAVEN.



2022 DONORS

A
Barbara & Richard
 Agness
Albany International
 Corp.
Donna Alferi
All Saints’ Episcopal
 Church
John & Carin Allhiser
Jennifer Altmann
Denise & Terry Anderson
Jack & Kathy Anderson
Cheryl L. Anderson
AnSer
Apple Valley Presbyterian
 Church
Appleton Alliance
 Church
Appleton Family
 Dentistry
Appleton Finance
 Department
Appleton Noon
 Lions Club
Maria Aristigueta &
 Richard Merkhofer
Bob & Colleen Arko

Bruce & Patricia Arntzen
Tom & Pat Asmuth
B
Paul & Kathy Bachman
Mark & Rita Bachman
Badger Plug Company
Larry & Karla Baier
Marian Balck
Dan Balliet & Jan
 Carlson
John & Diane Barkmeier
Tracy Bartlett
Bassett Mechanical
Bill & Sue Bassett
Dean & Kim Basten
Rich & Lori Batley
Robert Bauer
Phyllis Bechard
Gina & Eugene Becker
Aaron & Alison Behnke
Chrissy & David Belau
Clarice Belling
Benevity
Larry & Judy Benish
Jane Bennett
James & Georgia
 Berceau

Ken Berg
Terry & Carole Bergman
Dave & Brenda
 Bergmann
Richard & Jennifer
 Bergstrom
Marshelle & Wally
 Bergstrom
Joan & Leo Bernardin
Jeffrey & Penny Bernards
Bill & Patty Bero
Ed & Faye Binsfeld
Linda Bjella
Kathleen Black & Audrey
 Cannon
BlueSnap
Jennifer & Michael
 Bogenschutz
William & Diane Bohne
Pat Boldt
Linda A. Boldt
Judy & Austin Boncher
Julie Bongers
John & Betty Borree
Vicki Bosanny
Ted & Sharon Bouchette
Phyllis & Ken Boulay
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We are deeply grateful for the individuals, businesses, churches, 
foundations, civic clubs, and government agencies that help us 
fulfill our mission. Your generosity ensures that every person who 
turns to LEAVEN for help has the opportunity to build a better life.

Thank You!LEAVEN



Emily Bowles
Bruce & Sally Boyd
Ken & Joanne Bozeman
John & Rita Bradish
Audrey Brandt
Patrick & Nancy Branson
Ronald & Audrey Braun
Robert Braun
BRAVO
Phyllis Brothers
Tom & Mary Brunner
Clare Bryan
Julie & Dave Buchanan
Jeff & Cindy Buchta
Devon Bueno
Dr. Janine Buffo &
 Gilbert Koula
Brenda Bunbury-Carlson
 & Jim Carlson
Valerie Busse
Liane & John Butitta
C
Dick Calder (d)
David Callan
Calvary Bible Church
Matt & Heather Cambray
Pamela & John Cameron
Joleen Cannon
Capital Credit Union

Bobby Carlson
Carpe Diem Fund
Margaret Carroll (d)
Casa Hispana
Jeff & Gwen Casperson
Judith Catlin
Candice & Mark Ceman
Center Emmanuel
 United Methodist
 Church
Barbara Chambers
Meeilei & Frank Chen
Jean Chew
Christ the Rock
 Community Church
Deanna & John
 Christensen
Barbara & Robert
 Christie
Adam & Amy
 Christnovich
Nancie & Dennis
 Chuchel
Elliott & Emily Clare
Roy & Jill Clark
Steve & Joanne Cloud
Jeff & Jen Collegnon
Tim & Nancy Collentine
Commercial Horizons

Community Church
Community First Credit
 Union_________________
Community Foundation 
for the Fox Valley 
Region Funds:
Ben & Debbie Adams
 Charitable Fund
Ronald J. Altenburg
 Charitable Fund
Richard & Terri Auchter
 Fund
Paul Baldridge
 Charitable Fund
Basic Needs Giving
 Partnership Fund
 within the Community
 Foundation for the
 Fox Valley Region
 supported by the
 U.S. Venture Fund
 for Basic Needs,
 The J.J. Keller
 Foundation and other
 community partners
Robert & Andrea
 Bauman Family Fund
Linda A. Boldt Fund
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I appreciate the assistance. I’m not 
working and plan to go back soon.
LEAVEN put me in touch with financial help 
and counseling for debt. This should be 
super helpful. I appreciate the help and 
kindness more than you will ever know.

2022 DONORS



O.C. & Pat Boldt Family
 Limited Emergency
 Relief Fund
Paul & Jenny
 Bonikowske Charitable 
 Fund
Linda Buckelew Family
 Charitable Fund
Jim & Linda Burkhardt
 Family Fund
Capital Credit Union
 Charitable Giving
Chilton Area Community
 Foundation Fund
DeKeyser Family Fund
Martin L. & Mary L.
 Downs Fund
Empowering Rural
 Communities
Michael & Patricia
 Exarhos Fund
William & Alice Faubel
 Fund
Ellen J. & Warren E.
 Franzke Fund
Ellen J. & Warren E.
 Franzke Fund II
Jay & Janet Fulkerson
 Family Fund
Geenen Family Fund
Vilas & Claire Gehin
 Fund
Gillen Family Fund
Jay & Peggy Gottleib
 Charitable Fund
Col. Harold L. & Esther
 Graef Hamilton Fund

Paul & Elaine Greene
 Family Fund
Doug & Mary Gunderson 
 Family Fund
Heid Music Family
 Charitable Fund
Griffith & Lois Howell
 Family Charitable
 Fund
Peter Isakson Charitable
 Fund
Don & Betty Jabas Fund
Jewelers Mutual
 Charitable Giving Fund
Kerwin Dudkowski
 Family Fund
Donald & Laura Kleist
 Family Fund
Jeffry & Shelby Knezel
 Charitable Fund
Joseph & Phyllis Linder
 Family Fund
John & Susan McFadden
 Charitable Fund
John & Sandy
 Nussbaum Family
 Fund
David H. & Suzanne J.
 Peck Family Fund
Mike Pfefferle Fund
R & B Fund
Lynn C. Riviere Fund
Greta W. Rogers Fund
Roots of Oak Fund
Alexander & Lucille
 Rudolf Family Fund

Doug & Carla Salmon
 Foundation
Charles & Martha Sauter
 Family Fund
William J. & Barbara A.
 Schmidt Foundation
Schubbe Family Fund
Winton A. & Ruth M.
 Schumaker Fund
SECURA Insurance
 Companies Charitable
 Fund
Silton Family Fund
Springmier Family Fund
Helen & John Streur
 Fund
Norm & Jean Thompson
 Family Fund
John & Bette Toppins
 Family Fund
Mary Kay Toppins
 Charitable Fund
Roger & Lynn 
 Van Vreede Charitable
 Fund
Elaine A. Ven Rooy &
 Donald Ristau Fund
Margaret Walsh
 Charitable Fund
Greg & Peggy Wendt
 #22 Fund
Hugo F. & Vera M.
 Wimmer Family Fund
Women’s Fund for the
 Fox Valley Region_________________
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Congregational United
 Church of Christ
Marjorie Conkey
Brianne Connelly
Christine Cornell (d)
Frederick & Norrita
 Corsmeier
Covenant Church
Otto & Carolyn Cox
Geoff & Kelly Crowley
 Family Foundation
Crystal Print
 Foundation, Inc.
D
Bill & Jennifer Dalton
Elizabeth Dana
Sandra Daugherty
Dennis & Laureen Davey
Kathy Dean
Nora DeBruin
Jason & Katy Dedering
Sheryl & Timothy DeHart
Jim & Judy Deimer
Carole DeJardin
Kathryn DeLain
Joanne Delforge
Linda DeLong
Jackie & Marni DePeau
Dr. Jon & Susan Derksen
Karen & Joe DesJarlais
Rick & Sue Detienne
Elizabeth Dettwiler
John DeVantier
Dick & Kathy DeVries
Mary Dieck
Carol Dillinger

Diocese of
 Green Bay, Inc.
Jerry C. Doss
Drexel Building Supply
Gary & Val Du Chateau
Peter Ducklow
Daniel Dudek
Alyssa Dudkowski &
 Phillip Kerwin
Justin Duhatschek
Dr. David & Tia Duppler
Mike & JoAnn Dvorachek
E
E.D. Chase Co., Inc.
Timothy Ebben
Louise Ebert
Eric Edwards
Jim & Arlene Eichstadt
Electroline Data
 Communications Inc.
Elite Rockstars LLC
J Robert Ellis
Karla Ellis
Beverly Endlich
Rich & Fran Engle
Jeff & Becky Esker
Essity Professional
 Hygiene N.A. LLC
Marc E. Evans
Donna Evers
Pat & Mike Exarhos
F
Faith Community
 United Methodist
Faith Lutheran
Marcel & Kathleen
 Farina

Kathleen Fellenz
Joe & Elaine Ferris
Dan & Cindy Ferris
Kristin & Allen Feyen
Bob Fickel
Fiduciary Partners
Eric & Samantha Jo
 Fieck
Mark & Lana Fieck
Marty & Christine Finkler
First Business Bank
First Congregational
 United Church of
 Christ
First English Lutheran
First Presbyterian Church
 of Neenah
First United Methodist
 Church
First United Methodist
 Church Neenah-
 Menasha
Kari & Mike Fischer
Barbara Fleming
Fox Communities
 Credit Union
Fox Valley Christian
 Fellowship
Fox Valley Culinary
 Association
Fox Valley Unitarian
 Universalist Fellowship
Pamela Franzke
Alex & Angela Fraundorf
Kathy & Douglas
 Freeman
Marlys Fritzell
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2022 DONORS
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Allan & Carole Fromm
Michael Frost
Kathleen & Ray Fuchs
G
Phyllis Gabrielson
Michael & Mary Gage
Judy Gaines
Pat & Amy Galloway
Carol Gannon
Gantz Family
James & Yvonne Garon
John & Dawn Garvey
Martha Garvey
Mary A. Gee
Donald Geenen
Don Gehrt (d)
Paula Gelbke
David & Mary Gerlach
John & Karen Gibson
Liz Gibson
Cindy & Jeff Giese
Doug & Becky Gilbert
Peter & Sarah Gilbert
Jane & Eric Glassco
Gloria Dei Lutheran
 Church
Goodwill Industries,
 NCW
Baylee Gordon

Regis Rae Gosz
Steve & Cathy Graf
Nancy Graham
Grand Chute Lions Club
Gray Muzzle Organization 
 of NE Wisconsin
Great Northern
 Corporation
Joyce & John Green
Greenlite
Lee Griesbach
Kathy Grinsel
Frank Grogan
Connie & Gary Grube
Mabel Grummer
Guardian Life Insurance
Gulfstream
H
Rev. James A. Hablewitz
Jon & Joy Hagen
Barbara & Jerome
 Hagens
Jill Hall
Ruth Ann Hamilton
Tanya Hammen
Greta Hammond
Gary Hanson
Ruth Harp
Jody Harrel

Hartwig Family
 Foundation
Nancy & Bob Havens
Deb Hawley
Marcia Hayes
Mame & Dan Heaney
Bob & Gerri Heffron
Mark & Jan Heifner
Jayne Heinrich
Tamara Heinrich
Peggy & Dennis Heller
Emily Helvering
Jim & Janet Hemmen
Laura Henke
Rev. Rebecca & Joseph
 Henry
Todd & Jan Hermsen
Rick & Diane Hilsabeck
Judy Hintz
Don & Gail Hoff
Mary & John Hofmann
Bryan & Dorothy
 Hollenbach
Dave & Jan Holmes
Holy Spirit Parish
 Mission Group
Judy & Tom Hooyman
Joanne Horn
Annette Hovie

Your help was beyond amazing. Your 
staff is very kind and helpful. I was not 
made to feel ashamed for asking for help 
as the circumstances were beyond my 
control. Thank you so very much.

2022 DONORS



Dan & Cathy Huber
Kristin Hubertus
Gary & Sally Hubley
Joshua & Elizabeth
 Hufford
Ken & Trisha Huizenga
Deb Hulsey
I
Illinois Tool Works
 Foundation
Immanuel United
 Church of Christ
International Association
 for Clear Thinking
Ironwood Family Fund
J
J. J. Keller Foundation,
 Inc.
Mary C. & Thomas J.
 Jadin
Bruce & Debra Janda
Linda Jansen
Estate of Therese
 Janssen
Casey Jensen
Joan Jensen
Joeleen Jeske
Jewelers Mutual
 Insurance Co.

Barb Johnson
Eric Johnson
Jeanette Johnson
Jennifer & Greg Johnson
Cathy Jokela
Dick & Suzi Jones
Mary Jones
Ron & Nancy Jones
William & Dorian Jordan
Lawrence & Marlene
 Juneau
K
Steven Kaiser
Bob & Amy Karrels
Mark & Twila Kaspar
Kim Katz
Dave Katzenmaier
Jan & Richard Keene
John C. & Julie F. Keller
Linda Keller
Rebecca Kellner &
 Tim Swanson
Ron Kelpinski
Bill & Mary Kay
 Kessenich
Steve & Ellen Kewley
Marguerite M. Keys
Kimberly-Clark
Matthew Kime

Elaine King
Laverna Kitzinger
Dolores Klister
Cory & Sabrina Kloehn
David & Ellen Kneip
Knights of Columbus
 Council 607
Greg & Sue Knudson
Mark Koepke
Colette Kolb
Barbara & Jerry Kolbe
Lynn Kolbe &
 Ken Lederer
Lynn & Vida Kollath
Andrew Komisarek
Christine Kons
Carole Kortenhof
Kevin & Shelly Kosgard
Lynn Koss
Keith & Jann Kostecke
Peggy Kostelnik
Mark & Gloria Koth
Marilyn Kottke
Matt & Jennifer Kraemer
John Krause
Jon & Kathy Krein
Cherie L. Krenke
Bernhardt Kressner
Jaime Kriewaldt
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I was unexpectedly laid off from my job 
and LEAVEN was the only agency that 
helped me be proactive with my financial 
situation. Unemployment, banks and 
mortgage companies were all unhelpful 
and LEAVEN was the only one that was 
courteous and helped me.

2022 DONORS



Henry & Charlotte
 Krokosky
Rick & Becky Krumwiede
Kim Kuen
Charles & Bette Kunitz
Kwik Trip
L
Mary Jo Laabs
Annette & Ernie (d)
 LaBrake
Bill & Kathy LaBrake
Linda & Steve LaBrake
Gary & Karen LaChey
Susan Laemmrich
Emory & Paulette Laffin
Julie & Mark Laitos
Alan & Deborah Lamers
Jan Lamers
Anne Lang
Frederick & Jane Lang
Langkammer Family
Shane & Renee Lathrop
Barbara Le Duc
Darlene Leary
Che Lee
Jeff & Marcia Lee
Lenovo
Laurie Leonard
Deb Lewis
Fr. Robert L Lexa
 Charitable Gifting
 Fund
Ed & Nancy Lieg
John & Polly Lingnofski
Greg & Meg
 Linnemanstons
Heidi & Tim Little

Living Vine Community
 Church
Liz & Jerry Lokensgard
Mike & Mary Lokensgard
Paul & Cathy Lombardi
Mary & Don Long
Tom & Kathy Long
Kurt & Michelle Lorenz
Bob Lyle
M
MacDonald Family
Barbara Mahony
Bob & Debi Malinowski
Nicholas Manderfield
Brooke Marie
Ann & Matthew Marks
Bob & Kathy Matzke
Jim & Millie Mauthe
Terry & Mary Maves
Anna Mayer
Brynne McBride
Judy K. McCormick
Jim & Judilynn
 McDermott
Jerome McGinnis
Gary McGoey (d)
Joe & Jackie McGrane
McMahon Engineers
Jane McKenzie
Eldora McMinimy
Jon McMurtrie
Steve Meehl
Patricia Melis
Brian & Shannon Meltz
Memorial Presbyterian
 Church

Menasha Corporation
 Foundation
Robert & Susan Merriam
Missy Meulemans
Gerald Mich
Steve & Kathie Milhaupt
Betty Miller
David & Colleen Miller
John, Tyler & Samantha 
 Miller
Roxann Miller
The Mission Church
Ann & Tim Moe
Christine Morrissey
Patrick Morrissey
Marilyn Mosher
Nancy Moss
Mount Olive Evangelical
 Lutheran Church
 & School
Debra Muench
Bob & Doone Mullen
Jeff & Bobbie Mullen
Priscilla Mulry
Norman & Peggy
 Munson
Michael Muoio & Sue
 Riddell Muoio
Tim Murphy
N
Todd & Ellen Needham
Neenah Department
 of Community
 Development
Cletus & Dianne
 Nelessen
Kevin Nelson
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2022 DONORS



Nestle
Richard & Linda Nikolai
Robert Nonn
Nonprofit Bookkeeping
Shelley & Paul Nulton
Diana & Daniel
 Nussbaum
Joyce C. Nyman
Tom & Eileen Nytes
O
Bill & Rosemary O’Brien
Andy & Connie Ogilvie
Tom & Mary O’Hearn
Bill & Doris Olson
James K. Olson
Jean & William Olson
Jim Olson
Sandra O’Neill
Susan Oppermann
Peg & Greg Otis
Dale & Kathleen Ott
 Charitable Fund
Mike & Sue Otto
Carla Oudenhoven
Marietta Oudenhoven
Our Saviour’s Evangelical
 Lutheran Church
Outagamie County
 Department of Health
Outagamie County
 Veterans Services
P
P.E.O. - DY Chapter
Alfred J. Paltzer
Donna Paltzer
Jean Paltzer-Fleming
James Parker

Mary & Bob Parsons
Pathways Church
Dave & Jackie Paul
Gregory & Julie Pawlak
Patricia, Terry, & Dan
 Peas
Peace Lutheran Church
Peace United Methodist
Joe & Kim Peikert
Michael & Maren
 Pekarske
Colleen Perrine
Jim & Joy Perry
Lynn & John Peters
Wayne & Ann Peters
Russell Peterson
John & Lynn Pfefferle
Judy B. Phillips
Carol Plach
Todd & Margaret Platt
Plexus Corporation
Dan & Gwen Pociask
Kathryn Poehlman
Patti Porretto
Karen Leigh Post
Mary Poulson
Ray & Kathy Powell
Joanne Price
Richard & Lois Price
Primrose Book Club
Primum Bonum
Prince of Peace
 Lutheran Church
Judith & William Prink
Brian & Mary Beth Pritzl
Project Linus -
 Fox River Valley

Project Share
David Prosser
Pamela Pucker
Larry & Mary Jane
 Pukall
Diane & Gerard Putzer
R
Stephanie & Tim Raatz
Constance Radtke
Harvey & Janet Raether
 Family Trust
Barbara Ramaeker
Richard Reetz
Kassina Regennitter
David Rein
Levora Reinhold
Cheryl & Ron Reissmann
Mike & Mary Rekoske
Randy & Barb Remiker
Kathy Resch
Luke Rhyner
Nancy & Chuck Richards
Cynthia Rieck
Ron & Kay Roberts
Kerry Robertson
Michael Rogers
Jerry & Jan Roovers
Suzanne Ross
Ernestine Rouman
Walter & Amelia Rugland
Richard & Kathy
 Ruhsam
Kaydee & Joe Ruppert
Greg & Betsy Russell
Barbara Russell-
 Mendyke & Don
 Mendyke
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2022 DONORS



Laura Russo-Klister &
 Ed Klister
Michael & Mary Ryder
Peter & Jeanne Ryerson
S
Ann Sager
Kristene Sager
St. Bernadette
 Catholic Church
St. Francis Xavier
 Catholic Schools
St. Joseph Congregation
St. Mark Evangelical
 Lutheran Church
St. Mary Catholic Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Peter Evangelical
 Lutheran Church
St. Pius X Congregation
St. Thomas More
 Congregation_________________
St. Vincent de Paul 
Society of Appleton, 
Inc. Conferences:
Sacred Heart - Manawa
Ss. Peter and Paul -
 Weyauwega
St. Bernadette
St. Bernard

St. Edward
St. Mary Magdalene -
 Waupaca
St. Pius
St. Therese
St. Thomas More_________________
St. Vincent de Paul 
 Society of Kaukauna_________________
St. Vincent de Paul 
Society - Neenah/
Menasha Conferences:
St. Gabriel
St. Margaret Mary
St. Mary/St. John
St. Patrick_________________
Steve Sanderfoot
Michael & Erica
 SanDretto
Dale Schaber & Penny
 Bernard Schaber
Margaret Schaefer
Julie Schaller-Schmidt &
 John Schmidt
Irene Schaper
Ron & Jeanne
 Schauland
Patti Schermetzler
Barbara Scheuers

Steven Schindel
David & Sue Schini
Tracie & Tom Schirtzinger
Abby & Andrew Schmidt
Barbara Schmidt
Mary Jo Schmidt
Ray Schmidt Family
 Charitable Fund
Tom & Mary Schmidt
James Schmitz
Liz & Bill Schneider
Sarah Schneider
Warren & Linda
 Schneider
Mary Ann & David
 Schowalter
Gerard & Jennifer
 Schraufnagel
Linda Schroeder
Miki Schroeder
Patricia Schroeder
Richard J. Schuchart
Diane & Larry
 Schuettpelz
Katie & Mark Schuh
Sue Schultz Giving Fund
Vivian Schutte
Jeff & Kathy Schweitzer

13LEAVEN | 2022 Annual Report

I’m so grateful for everyone who
helped, from the receptionists to the 
caseworkers and the ones that helped 
afterwards with my follow-up call.
Thank you all for your support.

2022 DONORS
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Times are tough with the inflation of 
everything. It is awesome to know that 
a program like LEAVEN is out there to 
help in times of need when a person 
is really trying but needs a boost.

Philip J. & Faith F. Sealy
 RVOC Trust
Kathi Seifert
Tim & Mary Jo Seline
John S.
 Sensenbrenner Jr.
Jan & Jim Sheetz
Linda Sheffler &
 John Thompson
Shepherd of the Hills
 Lutheran Church
Alan & Audrey Sherrill
Gene & Jane Shudy
Brad & Deb Siebers
Elaine Siegrist
Erica Siewert
Wayne Sigl &
 Leesa Erickson
Bob & Char Sigman
Dave & Judy Simon
Sisters of the Sorrowful
 Mother
Charles R. & Shirley A.
 Smith Family Fund
Joan R. Smith
Paula Smith
Richard & Jill Smith
Estate of Raymond &
 Elizabeth Smith

James Smits
Carol Solberg
Bridget & Jesse
 Sorenson
James-Lee Spaulding
Catherine & Elizabeth
 Spears
Beth Spencer
Harry & Bonnie
 Spiegelberg
Diana Staedt
Rick Stark
Laurie & Jim Steffen
Becky & Jon Stellmacher
Janie Stevenson
Kathy Stockwell
William Stoeger &
 Jacquelyn King
William & Susan Stone
Estate of Vira Stoner
Dr. Bob & Sue Sullivan
Leon Summ
Jim Swatosch
Dr. James & Barbara
 Syverud
T
Tandem Wine &
 Beer LLC
Susan Tappy

Susan Tarr
Tom & Andrea (d)
 Tatlock
Steve & Sue Taylor
Bob & Kay Templin
Laura & Michael (d)
 Thacker
ThedaCare
Theda & Tamblin
 Clark Smith Family
 Foundation, Inc
S.L. & G.M. Theune
Patrick & Janet
 Thompson Family
 Foundation
Thrivent
Kim Tomko
Jim & Maria Totzke
Paul & Nina Trigg
Trinity Evangelical
 Lutheran Church
 Appleton
Trinity Lutheran Church
Tyson Foods
U
U.S. Venture/Schmidt
 Family Foundation,
 Inc.
Dick & Ginger Uehling

2022 DONORS
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Tony & Diane Uitenbroek
Fred & Nancy Umland
United Fund of
 Hortonville
Unity of Appleton
V
Alicia Valenzuela
Valley Baptist Church
Dick & Teena Van Driest
John & JoAnn VanAbel
Deacon Steve & Peggy
 VandeHey
Bob & Joni Vanden
 Heuvel
Linda & Don Vandenberg
Cindy Vandenberg
Jan VandenHeuvel
Cody Vander Grinten
Julie Vander Grinten
Marlene VanHoof
Leo & Janene VanHoorn
Varus Investments, Inc.
Timo Virtanen
Ellen & David Vissers
W
Michael & Shirley Walker
Janet Wanamaker
Dorothy Warren
Mark & Dawn Washatka

Pat Waskawic
Dick & Jan Watson
WE Energies Foundation
Janet & Jim Weber
Linda Weber
Corwin Webster
Pastor Markus Wegenast
 & Carrie Kreps
 Wegenast
Charles Wegner
Harry & Jane Wendlandt
Graham Werner
Paul & Judy Werner
Charles & Kiara West
Ray Wiater (d)
Tom & Mary Jo Widener
Julie & Dan Wierichs
Marcia Wiese
Theodore Wilcox (d)
Rev. Arthur & Cathleen
 Wille
Jeff P. Williams
Amy & Mark Willson
Rena & Donn Winkler
Winnebago County
 Department of Human
 Services
Jeffrey Witt & Siri Luther
 Witt

John R. Wolf
David & JoEllen
 Wollangk
Woodmen Life
John Woodworth
Judy Worachek
Nancy Wunderlich
Y
Louis & Billie Jane
 Yeager
Z
Mary Zanto
David Zasler
Cary Zaug
Dr. Jeff & Bonnie Zdrale
Shane Zillmer
Zion Evangelical
 Lutheran
Rev. Donald M. Zuleger

(d) denotes deceased

2022 DONORS

LEAVEN helped when my wife and I 
were in desperate need. THANK YOU 
very much LEAVEN for helping us 
get our feet back on the ground!



In Honor of

John & Judy Barragry
Laurie Benson
Brenda Bergmann
Linda Boldt
Pat Boldt
Renee Boldt
Bobby Carlson
Christine Cornell (d)
Kris & James Cousineau
Jason & Katy Dedering
Linda DeLong
Tom Ditzler
Dorothy
Louise Dreier
Sara & Wayne Edmonds
Eric Edwards
Dan Ferris
Arnold & Mabel Grummer
Dan Garvey
Becky Gilbert
Peter & Margaret Heid
Janet & Jim Hemmen
Jim & Tammy Hemmen
Greg & Jennifer Johnson
Steve & Cheryl Johnson
Jeanine Johnson & Bill Steen
Linda Keller

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Klein
Robert Kools
Marilyn Kostrzak
Pearl Kunz
LEAVEN Volunteers
Elizabeth Lokensgard
Drew Long
Archer Manderfield
McKenna, Kailyn, Jamo & Antwon
John & Suzanne Mitchell
Pat & Bob Moir
Norm & Peg Munson
Sue Muoio
Ken Nibbe
Mary Parsons
Mr. & Mrs. Rik Peterson
John & Judy Running
Barbara Russell-Mendyke
Margaret & Jerry Schaefer
The Paul Scheel Family
Vivian Schutte
Charles & Shirley Smith
Janie Stevenson
Steve & Sue Taylor
Richard & Marilyn Thee
Jean C. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. William Veremis

Donors give financial gifts to LEAVEN to honor
loved ones for birthdays, anniversaries, holidays,
and special occasions. Below is a list of individuals 
who have been honored by family and friends through 
a gift to LEAVEN in 2022.
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In addition to those listed, donors have also made gifts in honor of, or in memory of, groups or individuals such as parents, 
grandchildren, family, friends or deceased loved ones.

(d) denotes deceased



In Memory of

Lance R. Arko
Robert Bachman
Rae Ann & Lester Balster
Mary Bradley
John Carlson
Margaret Carroll
Jim Chew
Janet Clark
Julian Conkey
Ruth Crawford
Helen DeGroot
Captain Karin Deimer
Phyllis Dintenfass
Pamela Doss
Nan Duthie
Becky Fickel
Martha Forbeck
Roger Getsfried
Dorothy Groshek
Chris Hartwig
Susan B. Henke
Matthew Ihde
Jill Immekus
Therese Janssen
Norman Johnson
David R. Jones

Orville & Ramona
   Kelpinski
Gene King
Vera “Beep” Klister
Mary Jean Knox
Dave Kolosso
Jack Kottke
James Kranzusch
Ernestine Kressner
Ed Kuck
Denny Lamers
Lucille Lang
Marion Leisering
Richard Leonard
Fr. Bob Lexa
Rita Major
Tom McKenzie
Laurel Mills
Valoris Moehrke
Susan Morrissey
Dr. Gilbert Mueller
Jamie Muoio
Thomas Oudenhoven
Margaret Peters
Ralph E. Puuri
Francis Rasmussen

Carole Ristow
Carol & Roscoe Roberts
Dan Rorabeck
Chuck Ross
Karen K. Ruesch
Sherwood Russell
John & Anita Sargent
Steve Schink
Karl Schroeder
Midge & John Schweitzer
Raymond A. & Elizabeth J. 
   Smith
Clinton Solberg
Vira Stoner
Andrea Tatlock
Clinton Tedford
Fr. Bob Udulutsch
Marty VanderWielen
Mary A. Wagner
Mary Whitehead
Virginia Wilcox

Below is a list of individuals who have been honored 
by family and friends through a gift made in their 
memory to LEAVEN in 2022.
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In addition to those listed, donors have also made gifts in honor of, or in memory of, groups or individuals such as parents, 
grandchildren, family, friends or deceased loved ones.



Gifts to the endowment ensure a tradition of honoring our past, building on our present, and 
investing in our future so we can continue to help individuals and families in our community 
move forward. The LEAVEN endowment funds were established to ensure that emergency 
financial assistance will always be available to people in need. The goal is to fund all 
administrative costs through the annual distribution generated by the funds, enabling other 
donations to be used solely for clients assistance.

The Legacy Society honors donors who contribute to the endowment. Contact LEAVEN
if you are interested in learning more about the options for leaving a lasting legacy.

18 LEAVEN | 2022 Annual Report

Ron & Michelle Altenburg
Maria Aristigueta & Richard Merkhofer
Richard & Terri Auchter
Pat Baer
Curt J. & Carla M. Baier
John & Diane Barkmeier
Bill & Sue Bassett
Jeanette (d) & Jim (d) Bayer
Jerry Bayer
Phyllis Bechard
Clarice & James (d) Belling
Joan & Leo Bernardin
Bryan & Rebecca Blankfield
BLC Community Bank
Evelyn Blick (d)
Linda A. Boldt
Pat & O.C. (d) Boldt
Tom & Renee Boldt
Julie & Dan (d) Bongers
Joe & Linda Bound
Susan & Robert (d) Brown
Bob & Maxine Brucker
Julie & Dave Buchanan
Richard (d) & Christine (d) Calder
Bobby & John (d) Carlson
Margaret Carroll (d)
Gay & Jim Casey

Jeff & Gwen Casperson
Judith & Charles (d) Catlin
Paula C. & William (d) Chandler
Katie & Mark (d) Chelsky
David & Pam Chitek
Scott & Barb Ciano
Dan (d) & Helen (d) Cloud
Steve & Joanne Cloud
Christine Cornell (d)
Geoff Crowley & Kelly Lanpheer-Crowley
Kathleen Curry-Wagner (d)
Joanne De Groot (d)
Elizabeth DeKeyser (d)
Joanne & Clyde (d) Delforge
Rick & Sue Detienne
Diana & Greg Devine
Mary Downs & Andrew Long
Mary L. (d) & Martin (d) Downs
David & Tia Duppler
Geri (d) & Harold (d) Ellsworth
Jeff & Becky Esker
Pat & Mike Exarhos
Helen Faas (d)
Barbara & John (d) Fleming
Robert Fox & Barb Holly-Fox
Jay & Janet Fulkerson
Michael & Mary Gage

Legacy Society Donors

(d) denotes deceased
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Legacy Society Donors

Bill & Joan Geenen
Doug & Becky Gilbert
John & Ann (d) Gillen
Jay & Peggy Gottleib
Mary & Tom (d) Grace
Steve & Cathy Graf
Grand Chute Lions Club
Mabel M. & Arnold (d) Grummer
Dean & Pam Gruner
Ellen (d) & Leslie (d) Gunter
Paul & Ella (d) Guthrie
Don & Jean Hayes
Peter Heid (d)
Mark & Jan Heifner
Hattie Hermsen (d)
Rick & Diane Hilsabeck
Mary Hobbins (d)
Lois Ann (d) & Griffith (d) Howell
Ken & Trisha Huizenga
Jerry & Helene Iverson
Lloyd Jack (d)
William & Dorian Jordan

Linda Keller
Bill & Mary Kay Kessenich
Howard & Mary (d) Kidd
David Klister
Cory & Sabrina Kloehn
Jeff & Shelby Knezel
Greg & Sue Knudson
Peggy Kostelnik & John Spalding (d)
Gilbert Koula & Dr. Janine Buffo
Rose Mary (d) & Paul (d) Kreul
Rev. Norman Krutzik (d)
Annette & Ernest (d) LaBrake
Emory & Paulette Laffin
Susan & Jeff (d) Lammers
Thomas & Kathy Langkammer
Jeff & Marcia Lee
Marion Leisering (d)
Laurie & Richard (d) Leonard
Chuck (d) & Jan (d) Lewis
Fr. Robert Lexa (d)
Joseph (d) & Phyllis (d) Linder
Dorothy (d) & Len (d) Lindgren
Pat & Tom Lison
Elizabeth & Jerrold Lokensgard
Paul & Cathy Lombardi
Mike & Nancy (d) Madden
Ruth (d) & B. Robert (d) Masse
Bob & Kathy Matzke
Joe & Jean Mauthe
Joan McCarty (d)
Jim & Judilynn McDermott
Gary McGoey (d)
Helen McKean
Jon McMurtrie
Sally & John (d) Mielke
Nancy & Henry (d) Mills
Bob Molitor & Joan Sommers

(d) denotes deceased
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Patrick & Susan (d) Morrissey
Muoio Family
Sandra & John (d) Nussbaum
Dave & Kim O’Brien
Doug (d) & Myrtle (d) Ogilvie
Tom & Mary O’Hearn
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church*
Donna & George (d) Paltzer
Mary & Bob Parsons
Dave & Jackie Paul
Lynn & John Peters
John & Lynn Pfefferle
Dan & Gwen Pociask
Jim & Debbie Prentice
Brian & Mary Beth Pritzl
Carol Rasmussen
Patricia Rauch (d)
Richard Reetz
Chester Refinski (d)
Gretchen (d) & Lawrence (d) Reynolds
Carole Ristow (d)
Ronald & Katherine Roberts
Lucille Rudolf (d)
Barbara Russell-Mendyke &
    Don Mendyke
Jim & Cindy Russler
Michael & Mary Ryder
Ann Sager
Kristene Sager
Carla & Doug (d) Salmon
Stephen & Lorrie Savage
Margaret Schaefer
Arthur (d) & Gladys (d) Schmidt
Barbara A. & William J. (d) Schmidt
John Schmidt & Julie Schaller-Schmidt
Ray (d) & LaVerne (d) Schmidt
Tom & Mary Schmidt
Liz & Bill Schneider
Warren & Linda Schneider

Richard J. Schuchart
Mary Shallow (d)
Larry & Sue Silton
Sisters of the Sorrowful Mother
Wayne & Carol (d) Slowinski
Charles R. & Shirley A. Smith
Joan R. Smith
Theda & Tamblin Clark Smith Family 
    Foundation, Inc
Michael A. Spencer (d)
Harry & Bonnie Spiegelberg
Rick & Joan Stach
Don & Shirley (d) Stanek
Richard Stark
Becky & Jon Stellmacher
Bob & Sue Sullivan
Leon Summ
Tom & Andrea (d) Tatlock
Steve & Sue Taylor
Patrick & Janet Thompson
Fr. Robert Udulutsch OFM Cap (d)
Roger & Lynn Van Vreede
Bill (d) & Lila (d) Vandenberg
Clarence (d) & Dolores (d) Wallace
Margaret Walsh (d)
Jennifer & Russ Wanke
Christine Waters (d)
Greg & Peggy Wendt
Susan West & Timothy Wycoff
Edward A. Wettengel (d)
Howard (d) & Mary (d) Whitehead
Julie & Dan Wierichs
John & Martha Wollner
Judy & Bob (d) Worachek

* dissolved congregation as of 2016
(d) denotes deceased

Legacy Society Donors
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FINANCIAL IMPACT

Our Commitment to Accountability and Transparency
LEAVEN is committed to transparency in our operations, adherence to best practices, and the 
careful stewardship of donor funds. We strive to hold ourselves accountable to our donors, 
partners, and the public. All donations are thoughtfully stewarded and allocated with attention
to effectiveness and efficiency. Our strong performance is reflected in the fact that LEAVEN is 
highly rated by Charity Navigator, an independent evaluator.

FY22 Contribution and Gift
Attainment by Source

n Churches 11%
n Businesses 4%
n Individuals 28%
n Foundations 35%
n Government 22%

n Housing 75%
n Utilities 9%
n Transportation 10%
n Medical and Related .1%
n Misc./Food, Clothing and Household .9%
n Contract Employee 3%
n Other Miscellaneous Assistance 2%

Direct Client Assistance

Volunteer Labor

700,000

600,000

500,000

400,000

300,000

200,000

100,000

$446,256
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$585,014
housing-related direct

client assistance
provided

$73,695
utility-related direct
client assistance

provided

$446,256
volunteer labor

savings

262
households received

utility assistance

$76,299
transportation-related
direct client assistance

provided

91
households received
transportation-related

assistance

1,407
households received

rent, mortgage, or
security deposit

assistance

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The Impact We Made Together in 2022

Expenses

n Program Services 88%
n Administrative 10%
n Fundraising 2%

I have from time to time over the last
20 years received help from LEAVEN.
They have always treated me with
dignity and respect.



CURRENT LEAVEN STAFF

Nikki Gerhard,
Executive Director

Kim Juve,
Client Services Coordinator

Kiara West,
Volunteer & Community

Development Coordinator

Mary Meyers,
Client Services Director

About Us

Danielle Schneeberg 
Iddrisu,

Front Office Coordinator

Martha Franco,
Bilingual Resource 

Advocate

LEAVEN BOARD OF DIRECTORS

LEAVEN
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Tim Murphy, President
Jackie Paul, Vice President
Elliott Clare, Treasurer
Pat Exarhos, Past President
Rebecca Kellner, Secretary
Oladimeji Tomori
Jessica Brown

Jeff Esker
Suzanne Brault
Carrie Kreps Wegenast
Jay Gottleib
Michael Ryder
Rev. Rebecca Henry
Sarah Schneider

OUR MISSION
LEAVEN stabilizes and empowers 
people in crisis by providing financial 
assistance, resource coordination, and 
case management to address their near 
and long term needs.

CONTACT
Email: leaven@leavenfoxcities.org

Web: www.leavenfoxcities.org

Follow us on Facebook at
“LEAVEN Fox Cities”



Everyone I dealt with was polite and not judgmental. It made what
I was going through easier to manage.

WAYS TO GIVE
FINANCIAL
Financial donations from churches, 
businesses, individuals, and other 
organizations make our work 
possible.

LONG-TERM
Through support of our 
endowment funds and planned 
giving, our goal is to cover 100% 
of administrative costs through 
endowment distributions, freeing 
up more dollars for direct client 
assistance.

VOLUNTEER
Volunteers at LEAVEN are an 
invaluable asset to our operational 
efficiency as well as our service 
to clients. Volunteers are the face 
and voice of LEAVEN to anyone 
seeking help and their compassion 
is at the heart of all we do.

GOODS AND SERVICES
You can help our clients in 
ways that go beyond our usual 
emergency financial assistance. 
Donated goods and services keep 
administrative costs extremely 
low, enabling greater financial 
assistance to our clients.

About UsLEAVEN
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